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fierce battle ensued ; the whole Imperial army was
annihilated;   no  quarter was  given, and   the  cruel
Bulgarian prince, following the custom of his-race,
ordered the head of his adversary to be cut ofif, and
used the skull as a goblet at his feasts.    Krum then
marched into Thrace, routed the successor of Nicc-
phorus, who tried in  vain to resist his march, and
encamped before the walls of Constantinople.    The
barbarian is said to have begun the siege with the
most elaborate ceremonies.    Human sacrifices were
offered up before the Golden Gate, the chief washed
his feet in the waves of the Bosphorus and sprinkled
his people with its water, while his wives did obeis-
ance to him in the sight of the defenders on the walls.
In order to save his capital, the Emperor agreed to
give him a yearly tribute, a quantity of fine clothing,
and a fixed number of maidens.    During the negoti-
ations, however, Krum himself was nearly slain, and
in his rage at this treachery, he laid waste the out-
skirts of the city and then retired with a host of
captives, among them the future Emperor, Basil I.
On   a   second   expedition   against   Constantinople,
Krum was seized with apoplexy and died.    Omortag,
the  next  Bulgarian   prince, of  whom  anything is
known, made a long peace with the Eastern Empire,
and devoted his attention to the Franks, who had
become his neighbours on the west.    But his expe-
dition up the river Drave and his occupation of the
territory between   that   stream   and  the  Save  had
merely temporary results.    He is now chiefly remem-
bered for the remarkable inscription, discovered forty
years ago on a pillar in the " Church of the Forty